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A Homegrown Budget
Homestead National Monument of

America Quarter
Grades Two and Three

OBJECTIVES
Students will describe the life of a Western homestead settler in the 1800s.  Students will 
use addition and subtraction to calculate a budget. 

MATERIALS
•	 1 projection technology or equivalent technology such as a computer or overhead 

projector 
•	 1 overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “Homestead National Monument of 

America Quarter” page
•	 Copies of the following: 

	– “Homestead Life Reflections” worksheet 
	– “Homestead Life Reflections Answer Key”
	– “Grow Your Own” worksheet
	– “My Homestead Budget” worksheet
	– “My Homestead Budget Checklist”

•	 1 copy of an age-appropriate text that gives basic information about pioneer life in 
the West, such as: 
	– Cassie’s Journey: Going West in the 1860s by Brett Harvey and Deborah Kogan 

Ray
	– Life on a Pioneer Homestead (Picture the Past series) by Sally Senzell Isaacs
	– By the Shores of Silver Lake by Laura Ingalls Wilder
	– Elsie’s Bird by Jane Yolen and David Small

•	 1 copy of an age-appropriate text that gives basic information about gardening, such 
as:
	– Blue Potatoes, Orange Tomatoes by Rosalind Creasy
	– Eddie’s Garden and How to Make Things Grow by Sarah Garland
	– The Vegetables We Eat by Gail Gibbons

•	 Chart paper
•	 Markers
•	 Pencils
•	 Online or print resources with prices for farming/gardening supplies
•	 Calculators (optional)
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PREPARATIONS
•	 Make an overhead transparency (or photocopy) of the “Homestead National 

Monument of America Quarter” page.
•	 Make copies of the following:

	– “Homestead Life Reflections” worksheet (1 per student)
	– “Grow Your Own” worksheet (1 per student)
	– “My Homestead Budget” worksheet (1 per student)
	– “My Homestead Budget Checklist” (1/2 sheet per student)

•	 Locate a text that gives basic information about pioneer life in the West (see 
examples under “Materials”).

•	 Locate a text that gives basic information about gardening (see examples under 
“Materials”).

•	 Create a T-chart with the columns labeled “Benefits” and “Challenges” for Session 1. 
•	 Gather online or print resources with farming/gardening supplies and prices.

GROUPINGS
•	 Whole group
•	 Small groups
•	 Pairs
•	 Individual work

CLASS TIME
Three 30- to 45-minute sessions, total 90 to 135 minutes

CONNECTIONS
•	 Social Studies
•	 Math

STANDARDS
•	 Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Math 2.MD.C.8 — Solve word problems 

involving dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies, using $ and ¢ symbols 
appropriately. 

•	 Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Math 2.OA.A.1 — Use addition and 

A Homegrown Budget
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subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step word problems involving 
situations of adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart, and comparing, 
with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using drawings and equations with a symbol 
for the unknown number to represent the problem.

•	 National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) Standards — Theme 2: Time 
Continuity and Change, Theme 3: People, Places and Environments

•	 National Center for History in the Schools (NCHS) National Standards for History 
NSS-USH.K-4.1 — Students understand the history of the local community and 
how communities in North America varied long ago.

•	 National Center for History in the Schools (NCHS) National Standards for History 
NSS-USH.K-4.3 — Students understand the causes and nature of movements of 
large groups of people into and within the United States, now and long ago.

TERMS AND CONCEPTS
•	 Quarter
•	 Reverse (back)
•	 Obverse (front)
•	 Homestead National Monument of America
•	 Homestead Act of 1862
•	 Pioneer
•	 Budget
•	 Territory
•	 Prairie

BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Students should have a basic knowledge of:
•	 Addition and subtraction
•	 Money
•	 Budget

A Homegrown Budget
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STEPS
SESSION 1
1. Display and examine the “Homestead National Monument of America Quarter” 

page.  Locate this site on a class map.  Note its position in relation to your school’s 
location.  

2. As background information, explain to the students that the United States Mint 
began to issue the quarters in the America the Beautiful Quarters® Program in 2010.  
By the time the program ends in 2021, there will be a total of 56 designs.  Each 
design will focus on a different national site — one from each state, territory, and the 
District of Columbia.  

3. Tell the students that the front of a coin is called the “obverse” and the back is called 
the “reverse.”  Ask the students to tell you what they see in the image on the quarter’s 
reverse.  Explain that the image depicts a house, a water pump, and corn, represent-
ing the three fundamentals to survival:  food, water, and shelter.  Tell the students 
that they are going to be learning about the special features of Homestead National 
Monument of America, in Nebraska. 

4. Explain that the image on this coin celebrates Homestead National Monument of 
America, which was created in 1936 “to commemorate the people whose lives were 
forever altered by the Homestead Act and the settlement of the West.”  Tell them that 
the Homestead Act of 1862 granted land to Americans who agreed to settle this new 
territory in the West, build homes, and farm the land.

5. Tell the students that the lands in the West then were largely new to explorers.  Ask 
the students to think about what it might be like to move to a new area.  Ask the 
students to briefly share with a partner, then follow with a brief class discussion.

6. Introduce the students to the selected text about pioneer life in the West.  Explain 
to the students that a pioneer is someone who is one of the first people to settle a 
region.  Tell the students to listen carefully for factors that made pioneer life particu-
larly challenging.  Read the text aloud.  Attend to any unfamiliar vocabulary

7. Display the “Benefits and Challenges” T-chart.  Ask the students to discuss with a 
partner the benefits and challenges of moving West as part of the homestead move-
ment commemorated on the coin.

8. Discuss these benefits and challenges and add student responses to the T-chart. 
9. Distribute a copy of the “Homestead Life Reflections” worksheet to each student.  

Review the directions with the students.  
10. Allow time for the students to complete the worksheet independently.
11. Collect the worksheets.  Explain to the students that they will be examining one 

aspect of homestead life more carefully in the next session. 

A Homegrown Budget
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SESSIONS 2 AND 3
1. Display the “Homestead National Monument of America Quarter” page.  Review 

with the students the material covered in the previous session, including the chart of 
benefits and challenges of homesteading.

2. Remind the students that one of the greatest responsibilities of homesteading was 
farming, or growing their own food.  Explain to the students that they are going to 
have the opportunity to imagine one aspect of life as a homesteader and will be plan-
ning their own farm.

3. Introduce the students to the selected text about gardening.  Tell the students to 
listen carefully for materials needed to grow food.  Read the text aloud and list farm-
ing/gardening materials on chart paper.  Attend to any unfamiliar vocabulary.

4. Distribute the “Grow Your Own” worksheet.  Discuss the directions and allow time 
for the students to complete the worksheet independently.

5. After the students have completed the worksheet, continue the discussion about 
farming on a homestead.  Encourage the students to think about the homestead life 
and their own farming plans by asking questions, such as:  

	– What food would you need to grow?  

	– How big should your farm be?  (size of classroom, football field, airport)  

	– What tools would you need to farm?

	– How many people would be available to help you farm?  

6. Have the students discuss in small groups the choices they made about their own 
farm and then ask the students if any changes need to be made based on the discus-
sion.  After the small group sharing, allow time for the students to revise and com-
plete the “Grow Your Own” worksheet to plan their own farms.

7. Distribute the “My Homestead Budget” worksheet.  Explain to students that they 
will be using real store prices to create a budget for their imagined homestead farms.  
Distribute the resources with pricing information.  Allow time for the students to log 
all of their needs on the “My Homestead Budget” worksheet. 

8. Have the students calculate the cost of multiple units of the same item and also the 
grand total of the entire budget.  Allow students to use calculators as needed.  Ask 
the students to briefly share their budgets with a partner.

9. After the students have completed the farm planning and budgets, ask them to 
consider how the planning process might have been different for the homesteaders.  

A Homegrown Budget
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Guide the students to understand that the homesteaders would have been very lim-
ited in both supplies and budget and that grocery stores did not exist the way they 
do today.  Ask the students to discuss with a partner how they would adjust their 
farm plan if they had to cut their budget in half.

10. Distribute the “My Homestead Budget Checklist.”  Have the students evaluate their 
work using the checklist.

11. Collect the worksheets.

ASSESSMENTS
•	 Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions.
•	 Use the students’ worksheets, budgets, and checklists to evaluate whether they have 

met the lesson objectives.

ENRICHMENTS/EXTENSIONS
•	 Have students create a food budget by keeping a journal of the food they eat and 

calculating the prices.
•	 Have students use multiplication in figuring their cost totals.
•	 Have students learn more about calculating money by visiting the “Alexander’s 

Coin Conundrum” lesson for grades 2 and 3 at www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/
lessonPlans/viewLP.cfm?id=35.

•	 Have students explore the meaning of spending and learning by visiting the “Learn 
to Earn When You Tend to Spend” lesson for grades 2 and 3 at www.usmint.gov/
kids/teachers/lessonPlans/viewLP.cfm?id=281.

•	 Have the students create their farm budgets based on a specific amount of money 
and justify their economic choices.

•	 Have students complete an expanded budget planning activity to include 
accommodating for raising a family, building a house, and transporting people and 
goods.

•	 Have students illustrate the best or most challenging parts of homestead life 
described on their “Homestead Life Reflections” worksheet.

DIFFERENTIATED LEARNING OPTIONS
•	 Allow students to make the farm plan and create the budget with a partner.
•	 Provide students with a clear farm plan from which to create the budget.
•	 Provide students with a limited bank of items from which to choose.

A Homegrown Budget
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Homestead Life Reflections
Name _____________________________

Directions:  Reflect on what you 
have learned about the benefits and 
challenges of homestead life.  Record 
your thoughts about the best part and 
the hardest part of life on a homestead.  
Include the reasons for your ideas.

IF I WERE A HOMESTEADER...

…the best part would be:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

…the hardest part would be:

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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IF I WERE A HOMESTEADER...
…the best part would be:

Answers may include: free land, rich soil, freedom for many groups of people, including 

women and immigrants.

…the hardest part would be:

Answers may include: extreme weather and harsh climate (drought, tornadoes, constant 

wind, blizzards, hot summers, rain storms), grasshoppers, wild animals, tall grass easy to get 

lost in, no neighbors, limited building materials.

Homestead Life Reflections

Directions:  Reflect on what you 
have learned about the benefits and 
challenges of homestead life.  Record 
your thoughts about the best part and 
the hardest part of life on a homestead.  
Include the reasons for your ideas.

Answer Key
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Name _____________________________

Grow Your Own

Directions:  Answer the following 
questions to begin designing your virtual 
homestead farm.

What plants will you grow on your farm? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What materials will you need to create your farm?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

What materials will you need to maintain your farm?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Name _____________________________

My Homestead Budget

Directions:  List the items you’ll need for your 
farm.  For each item, list the price.

Item Price Each Quantity Total Price

Shovel $19.99 1 $19.99

Pumpkin seeds $3.99 5 19.95

Total
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My Homestead Budget
Checklist

Name _____________________________

Check Task

I included all the seeds, plants, and supplies I need to 
plant my farm.

I included all the seeds, plants, and supplies I need to 
maintain my farm.

I correctly calculated the price for each item based on 
the quantity I need.

I correctly calculated the grand total of my budget.

My Homestead Budget
Checklist

Name _____________________________

Check Task

I included all of the seeds, plants, and supplies I need to 
plant my farm.

I included all of the seeds, plants, and supplies I need to 
maintain my farm.

I correctly calculated the price for each item based on 
the quantity I need.

I correctly calculated the grand total of my budget.
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Homestead  National 
 Monument of America  Quarter
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