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Trade This, Trade That
Chaco Culture National Historical Park Quarter

Grades Two and Three

Objective
Students will demonstrate an understanding of trading.    

Subject AreA cOnnectiOnS 
Social Studies

SummAry
1. Display and examine the Chaco Culture National Historical Park quarter design.  

Locate this site in New Mexico on a class map.  As background information, explain 
to the students that the United States Mint began to issue the quarters in the Ameri-
ca the Beautiful Quarters® Program in 2010.  By the time the program ends in 2021, 
there will be a total of 56 designs on the back of the coin.  Each design will focus on 
a different national site—one from each state, territory, and the District of Colum-
bia.

2. Demonstrate trading for the students.  Read the students a text on trading. Describe 
trading as an exchange of one thing for another.  Tell the students that before there 
was money,  people in the past used to trade in order to get the goods that they 
needed.  Discuss what things may have been traded and what may have been needed  
back then and record them on a class chart.

3. Tell the students that the Chacoan people traded and bartered as a means of acquir-
ing what they needed.

4. Introduce the students to the “Trade Me This, Trade Me That” worksheets.  Explain 
to them that they are going to use the things on their worksheet to trade with oth-
ers to get the goods they need based on the description on the worksheet.  Discuss 
whether each student was able to obtain the goods that they needed and how it felt 
to trade instead of using modern methods to get the goods they needed,  

ASSeSSment
•	 Take anecdotal notes about the students’ participation in class discussions.
•	 Evaluate the students’ worksheets for understanding of the lesson objectives.
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Trade This, Trade That

reSOurceS
•	 “Chaco Culture Historical Park Quarter” page
•	 Three “Trade Me This, Trade Me That” worksheets 
•	 National Park Service:  www.nps.gov
•	 Chaco Culture Historical Park:  www.nps.gov/chcu
•	 America the Beautiful Quarters® Program:  www.usmint.gov/kids/teachers/lesson-

Plans/atb/

http://www.nps.gov
http://www.nps.gov/chcu
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Name _____________________________

Trade Me This, Trade Me That
Homework

Description:  You need to complete your math homework.  
Trade the following pictures with other students to get the 
five things you need to complete the assignment. 
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Name _____________________________

Trade Me This, Trade Me That
Soccer Game

Description:  You need to get to your soccer game.  Trade 
the following pictures to get the five things you need to 
play in your game.
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Name _____________________________

Trade Me This, Trade Me That
Dessert

Description:  You need to make an ice cream sundae for 
dessert.  Trade the following pictures to get the five things 
you need to make your sundae.
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Chaco Culture National 
 Historical Park Quarter
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